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ñThere is no such thing as a meaningless moment or a meaningless life.ò  

     Another school year draws to a close and with it comes a wide range of emotions.  We are happy as we look forward to 
our summer holidays, we worry about summer exams, we may be sad that it will be some time before we meet our friends 

again, we are excited about trips and events that will happen over the summer. 

     As humans we always experience a range of emotions and feelings as we go about our daily tasks, but we canôt expect to 

feel happy and carefree all the time.  There will be times when things happen that make us sad, upset, stressed and worried.  A 

family member might be ill, a parent loses their job and there are money worries at home or someone we know and love is in-

jured in an accident.  

     We all go through tough times in our lives. 

 

     Donal Walsh was one such person.  The Kerry teenager died recently after a long battle against cancer.  He made national 

headlines because of his positive attitude during his illness and his ability to encourage other teenagers to embrace life  - even 

though he knew his was approaching its end.  Lets have a look at some of Donalôs life-affirming notes. 

 

YOU CAN TAKE ON THE WORLD 

LET NOTHING STAND IN YOUR WAY 

MAKE YOUR MARK 

EACH DAYS A GIFT AND NOT A GIVEN RIGHT. 

NEVER SOMEDAY, ALWAYS TODAY 

TOMORROW IS TOO LATE   

YOU GOTTA LIVE EVERY SINGLE DAY LIKE IT S THE ONLY ONE 

FORGIVE YOUR ENEMIES 

LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED . . . LEAVE YOUR FEARS BEHIND. 

     The management and staff of Col§iste Mhuire wish all our Junior Cert and Leaving Cert students the best of luck in the state 

exams.  We hope everyone has an enjoyable and relaxing summer. 

Transition year student Niamh Dunne 
of the Cullohill Handball Club captured 

the girls U-17 All-Ireland title in OôLoughlins by de-

feating the Munster champion Niamh Doyle in two 

straight games.  

     This was a wonderful achievement by the rising 

star of Laois handball and adds to her impressive col-

lection of titles already won in 2013  

All Ireland Champion 
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     At a recent ceremony in st St Kieran's 
College, NUI Maynooth presented special 

awards to students from four second level 

schools in Kilkenny.  The awards were for 

achievements in Maths, English, 

Languages and Science.  The 

awards were presented by Dr. Wil-

lie Smith, who praised the students 

for their hard work and dedication.  

The students from Col§iste Mhuire 

who received awards were Lauren 

Stanley, (English); Shane Curran, 

(French); John Duggan, (Irish); 

Jonathan Doyle, (Maths) and Rose-

mary Brennan, (Science).  The cer-

emony was also attended by the 

proud parents of the recipients. 

NUI Maynooth 

Honours Students 

   A big con-
gratulations to 

Stacey Dunne 

(Third Year) 

who won the Thomas Moore Singing Com-

petition in April.  This renowned singing 

competition took place in the Watergate 

Theatre and was in association with the Kil-

kenny Academy of Music.  The Thomas 

Moore Competition has competitors from all 

over Ireland and this is a huge achievement 

for Stacey.  As well as being an important 

member in the school choir Stacey takes 

voice training lessons and has a great pas-

sion for music.  Stacey is extremely busy at 

the moment studying for her Junior Cert and 

has completed her 

Junior Cert Music 

Practical in April 

but still finds time 

to enter singing 

competitions and 

has currently been 

nominated to per-

form in the Nation-

al Concert Hall in 

Dublin.  Well done 

Stacey!! 

THOMAS MOORE 

COMPETITION 

2013  
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very good.  It will really help with my 

story writing and poetry in the Leaving 

Cert.  Max Lavelle: This course really 

helped with my story writing and helped 

me with my vocabulary as we didnôt 

write the usual story.Niamh Dunne: It 

was brilliant and very helpful! 

     There is one significant change to 
our school uniform requirements next 

year. [See details below] 

PE dress code 

In order to ensure that students are ap-

propriately and hygienically dressed for 

PE classes we are introducing a PE dress 

code in Col§iste Mhuire Johnstown for 

the next academic year 2013/2014 

The PE dress code will apply to 1st, 2nd, 

3rd, 4th & 5th year students [inclusive].  

PE dress code: 

Green cotton/polycotton polo t-shirt 

will short sleeves, collar, button 

neck-fastening and official school 

crest. 

[Available from uniform suppliers] 

*Navy loose-fitting, full length 

tracksuit bottom [any brand].  The 

track suit has to be predominantly 

navy.  The tracksuit  bottom can be 

one of the students own choosing as 

long as it fits the description above. 

Cotton sock and runners 

[it is advisable that students bring a 

change of cotton socks for PE clas-

ses] 

 

Students should only change into 

their PE clothes at the start of PE 

class and change back into the full 

and correct school uniform after PE 

including their correct school shoes. 

The colour scheme of the PE dress code 

is based on the schools official team jer-

sey i.e. green and navy. 

     The official school uniform jacket is 

now compulsory for all students and no 

other type of jacket/coat/hoodie etc will 

be accepted. 

     Students must wear the correct 

school shoes as described in our uniform 

requirements.  Canvas or runner-style 

shoes will not be accepted. 

     We thank parents/guardians for their 

co-operation with school uniform re-

quirements, ensuring that our students 

are well presented and dressed appropri-

ately for all classes. 

ñTY a doss? You must be kidding!ò  overheard the other day in passing- and 

if anyone needed evidence to blow away this myth Col§iste Mhuire was the 

place to be for the last few weeks, as activity reached fever pitch among TY stu-

dents. 

     The main focus has been the final preparations and presentation of the TY 

musical, ñOliver ï with a Twistò, which played to packed houses on May 16th 

and 17th.  ñAmazingò, ñoutstandingò, ñincredibleò ,were just some of the super-

latives heaped on the cast and crew on closing night, where the participants re-

ceived a standing ovation worthy of  Broadway.  As the students basked in the 

adulation of the audi-

ence, they all agreed that 

the effort had been worth 

it ï all the long hours of 

rehearsals, staying back 

after school, and even 

coming in during the 

holidays.  Great credit is 

due to all involved, and a 

special mention is de-

served by the backstage 

crew, who managed the complex and frequent scene changes  swiftly and 

(almost) silently!   

     Everyone agreed that this yearôs production raised the bar even further, and 

undaunted, the team behind the musical are already thinking about next yearôs 

show . 

     No sooner was the makeup cleaned off and the knee-breeches and petticoats 

put away, than it was back to business ï the business of preparing for the end of 

year assessment.  Portfolios are being assembled, final projects finished, as stu-

dents prepare for end of year interviews, which are part of the new Credits sys-

tem of assessment.  Under the new system, students are assessed across every 

aspect of Transition Year, taking in subjects, attendance, participation, work ex-

perience, behaviour and punctuality.  It is hoped that this will recognise and re-

ward consistent effort throughout the year, as well as outstanding achievement.  

As we review the past year, the range of activities and opportunities offered to 

the students is staggering ï each one representing a new experience and chal-

lenge which encourages all TY students to get outside their comfort zone, do 

things they never realised they could do, and learn about themselves as people.  

Hopefully their time in TY has cemented friendships which will last a lifetime, 

and all are now better equipped to take on the next challenge - preparing for the 

Leaving Cert.  

    This year we got the chance to take 
part in a creative writing course with po-

et, novelist and script writer, John W. 

Sexton.  During this course we learned 

how to write our own stories and poetry using a simple method.  This Creative 

Writing course will benefit us greatly in our Leaving Certificate story writing.  

We also got the chance to put our own stories into a book, the first of its kind, 

ñNot Waiting for the Muse Vol. 1.ò  We hope that our story writing will contin-

ue and we will be able to write our own poetry and novels.  Everyone that took 

part in the class thought it was a good 

course.  These are some comments from the 

students that took part in the course. 

Sarah OôConnor: This course was brilliant!  

I looked forward to it every week. I think 

that it will be very beneficial to my Leaving 

Cert.  Rhiann Kelly: Very funny man.  I 

would love to see him coming back to the 

school again.  Luke Hughes: I think it was 

Transition Year Round-Up. 

Creative Writing Course with  

John W. Sexton for T.Yôs 

Col§iste Mhuire School uniform 

2013/2014 Academic Year 
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Leaving Cert students to apply for The Student 

Grant if applying for Post Leaving Cert or 3rd level 

courses.  It is important that students and their 

parents carefully read all instructions and supply 

as much information as possible when completing 

the application.  If you have any queries please 

contact Ms. Dempsey on 056 8831164. 

UCC Open Day 

     A group of 5th Year students accompanied by 

Ms. Dempsey and Ms. Rothwell attended the UCC 

Open Day in April.  This was a great opportunity 

for students to meet with lecturers and students to 

find out lots of information on the many varied 

courses available at the University.  The group had 

a guided tour of the campus taking in the beautiful 

old buildings and the modern Science block.  

NUIG Information Session 

     5th and 6th Year students were visited by a rep-

resentative of NUI Galway who gave an interest-

ing talk on the many courses and facilities on offer 

at the University in Galway.  The students had lots 

of questions answered to help them research their 

many options and the routes available to them for 

third level study in Galway. 

LIT Information Session 

     The Limerick IT GAA Officer, Eddie OôSulli-

van, along with Tony Kelly (Clare Senior Hurler) 

visited TY, 5th and 6th Year students.  Eddie spoke 

about the courses on offer to students in LIT and 

supports available to students.  Tony is in his first 

year studying Business Studies with Sport Man-

agement, he spoke to the students about how best 

to balance studies with other activities such as 

hurling at a high level. 

    Sixty of our 
2nd yrs travelled to 

the UL adventure 

centre last week on 

a trip organised by their Year Head Mr. Gleeson. 

Their day was action packed with students partici-

pating in activities such as Kayaking, canoeing, 

sailing, forest adventures and high ropes to name 

but a few.  A super time was had by all and class 

teachers Mr. Madden, Mr. Marnell and Ms. 

Fogarty commented on the positivity and excellent 

co-operation of the group as a whole on the day . 

Well done to all !!!! 

   The CAO change of mind facility is now 
available to 6th Years through the CAO web-

site.  This allows students to add, remove or 

change their choice of 3rd level courses.  It is 

important for students to thoroughly research the options open to them to 

ensure they are choosing the best path for them.  20 choices are availa-

ble; students should do their best to fill these to keep all routes open to 

them.  This facility will remain open until the 1st July, however, it is 

advisable that students take care in making their changes and not panic.  

By now all CAO applicants should have received a letter from CAO, 

please make sure that all personal information on this letter is correct.  If 

details are incorrect please contact CAO as soon as possible. 

    The online system for making an 
application for financial support for fur-

ther and higher level education is now 

available.  This is the only method for 

Session 1 Results 

     Congrats to all the 5th 

year students on their 

session 1 results.  All 

students achieved close to top marks for work well done between Sep-

tember and January.  

Thanks to all parents/

guardians who attended 

the recent award cere-

mony. 

Session 2 

     Session two has now 

been complete and once 

again the students 

worked extremely hard 

to complete all tasks, 

Spanish oral, key assign-

ments, work experience 

etc.  The tasks included 

designing and making a stool with material print followed by an inter-

view.  Their work was highly commended by their examiner.  Thanks to 

Miss Ryan and Mr Walsh on their guidance throughout. 

For their vocational, preparation and guidance task the LCA students 

presented ñD Squareò an event based on the popular TV show ñThe 

Cubeò.  The games set tested the agility, nerve, mental, physical, coordi-

nation and dexterity skills of the first, second, and transition year stu-

dents.  The event proved a huge success 

with all participants.  Great credit must 

go to the LCA students on their organi-

sation skills and their delivery of the 

task.  Thanks to Ms. Monahan, Ms. 

Dempsey and Ms. Nolan, who assisted in 

preparing the 

students.  

Thanks also to 

Mr. Walsh and Mr. Dunne in helping prepare 

the props for the running of the event. 

Work Experience 

The students have now finished their second 

term of work experience which they attended 

every Thursday. Work experience is an integral part of the Leaving Cer-

tificate Applied programme and the student benefit hugely from their 

experiences. The students and all in Col§iste Mhuire are most apprecia-

tive to all employers who give our students work placement. 

Leaving Certificate Applied 

College Visits and Information 

SUSI ï 

www.studentfinance.ie 

CAO - Change 

of Mind 

2nd Yr Trip to 

University of Limerick 

http://www.studentfinance.ie
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have worked hard throughout the last 

three years to complete their course-

work A experiments and can be 

awarded up to 10%.  The remaining 

25% may be awarded based on the 

completion of two assigned experi-

ments out of three allocated by the 

Department of Education.  The cho-

sen experimental titles were ñTo 

compare the effectiveness of Metha-

nol, Propanol and Candlewax as 

fuelsò and ñTo compare the Vitamin 

C content in fresh fruit juices and 

commercial juicesò.  Each student 

engaged in inquiry based practices 

and methodologies to complete both 

experiments such as researching, 

planning procedure, evaluating, data 

recording and concluding over a six 

week period.  The students are now 

busy revising for their upcoming 

written exam in June.  The best of 

luck to all of our Science students!  

   The art 
department 

was busy 

this term 

designing and painting the props for 

this yearôs school musical.  Special 

thanks to the fifth year art students 

who helped the transition years com-

plete the work in time for the open-

ing night. 

Museum Tour 

Last week the fifth years paid a visit 

to the National Archaeological Mu-

seum on Kildare Street, Dublin.  

Here, they inspected priceless Irish 

artefacts dating back to the Bronze 

and Iron ages, as well as the early 

Christian treasures such as the 

Ardagh Chalice and Clonmacnoise 

Crozier.  They also enjoyed a tour of 

the Viking and Egyptian exhibitions. 

  This year 
Class 1E stud-

ied Buddy By 

Nigel Hinton 

as their class 

novel.  The class really enjoyed the 

story and became particularly interest-

ed when it came to light that Buddyôs 

father attended a parent teacher meet-

ing dressed as Buddy Holly.  The class 

insisted on finding out more about 

Buddy Holly.  The result was the Bud-

dy Holly Project. ñA plucked bass note, 

a tick-tock beat, then Buddy Hollyôs 

voice......ò 

Rave on 1E! 

  The senior members of the Student 
Council are in the process of organiz-

ing a mentoring programme for 1st 

Years.  The ñLe Ch®ileò programme 

aims to support our incoming First 

Years, helping them to get to know 

each other, letting them see at first 

hand that ours is a caring school. 

ñAr sc§th a ch®ile a mhaireann na  

daoineò 

     The senior students (mentors) will 

provide a support friendship for the 

First Years giving them a friendly in-

sight into Col§iste Mhuire school life, 

listening to their questions and con-

cerns and most importantly, being a 

friendly face in the school. 

 First 
year to 

Transition 

year stu-

dents took part in a sponsored fast dur-

ing lent 

which proved 

extremely 

successful.  

They raised a 

sum of 

ú1,030 which 

will go a long way in helping the peo-

ple of India. 

Go n-®ir² libh 
Gu²mid gach rath ar na scol§ir² at§ ag 

d®anamh na scr¼daithe i mbliana agus 

t§ s¼il againn go mbainfidh gach duine 

taitneamh agus sult as na laethanta 

saoire at§ ag s²neadh amach romhainn. 

    Ms. Bergin and Ms. Dunphy hope 

to establish a running club next Septem-

ber.  Couch to 

5km or a mara-

thon sounds 

like fun to 

you?  Come 

and sign up at 

the start of the 

term. 

   The sci-
ence depart-

ment are run-

ning a science 

fair as part of 

this yearôs Science Week Celebrations. 

     Students are asked to devise, plan im-

plement and record their ex-

periments over the summer 

holidays.  Winning groups 

from the fair will be entered to represent 

the school at Scifest College and BT 

Young Scientists . 

     SciFest is a series of one-day science 

fairs for second-level students hosted at 

local level in schools and at regional level 

in the Institutes of Technology, culminat-

ing in a national competition for the over-

all winners from the institutes.  

     The aim of the project is to encourage 

a love of science through active, collabo-

rative, inquiry-based learning and to pro-

vide a forum for students at local, region-

al and national level to present and dis-

play their scientific investigations. 

     Put Your thinking hat on, use the 

scifest webpage and best of luck 

   As part of the Leaving Certificate 
Biology it is proposed that students will 

complete a genetic module at Dublin Zoo 

in September.  The course will cover ge-

netic engineering, profiling and genetic 

crosses.  The cost of the trip is yet to be 

finalised but expected to be twenty five 

euro. 

     Second years will also be attending 

the Zoo to complete an Ecology field 

studies in early September.  Watch the 

science Noticeboard for more details next 

term. 

     All 3rd Year Science students finished 

their Science practical project worth a 

maximum of 35% last week. Students 

Art, Craft & 

Design 

Ecology and genetic module in 

September 

Science Fair 

2014 

The Buddy 

Holly Project 

Looking for a Mo Farah 

Student Council ï Le Ch®ile 

Trocaire Lenten 

Campaign 


